


Step 2: Measure Progress

Production and consumption of renewable energy 
continue to grow in Germany, and, as expected, the 
country‘s total GHG emissions continue to fall. 
But Perhaps the most promising development of 
the Energiewende to date is the consistent pro-
gress made in decoupling economic growth from 
energy intensity and CO2 intensity, demonstrating 
the ability of a highly industrialized economy to 
use energy more efficiently.

Step 1: Set Goals

The fundamental goal of the Energie-
wende is to reduce Germany‘s total 
greenhouse gas emissions by more 
than 80% from 1990 levels by the 
year 2050. The buildings blocks put 
in place to achieve this goal focus 
simultaneously on increasing demand 
for renewable energy and reducing 
overall energy consumption. Estab-
lishing incremental targets allows 
Germany to assess progress, adjsut 
strategies, and adapt to real-time eco-
nomic and political realities.



Step 3: Ensure Sustainability
German households pay less than their US counterparts for electricity, and 
energy costs for industry have remained constant, making the energy tran-
sition economically sustainable. Additionally, transitioning to distributed 
renewables is improving the security and reliability of energy systems.


